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The Nubian Message is a weekly publication that provides informative and 
innovative articles about and for African-American and other students 
at N.C. State.  Feature stories range from news to editorials about issues 
concerning the community.
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January 27, 1961 - Leontyne 

Price made her Metropolitan Opera 

debut.

January 28, 1787 - Free Africa 

Society organized in Philadelphia.

January 29, 1926 - Violette Nealy 

Anderson becomes the first Black 

woman lawyer to argue a case be-

fore the U.S. Supreme Court

January 30, 1979 - Franklin 

Thomas named president of Ford 

Foundation.

January 31, 1986 - August Wil-

son’s Fences, starring James Earl 

Jones, opens at Chicago’s Good-

man Theatre

February 1, 1902 - Playwright, 

poet, author Langston Hughes born

February 2, 1807 - Congress bans 

foreign slave trade.

(Facts from www.theblackmarket.

com)

Lights Out, Cur-

tains Closed for 

Black Sitcoms

>>>>> See Pg. 3

Howl For Haiti:

Relief efforts on campus

>>>CONTINUED ON PG. 2

Elvin James, a junior in first year college, holds 

up a “Help Haiti” sign in front of the atrium on 

Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2010. “We’re from the Xi Zeta 

chapter of Phi Beta Sigma”, said James. “We’re col-

lecting money for the Haiti relief, we’re accepting 

donations.” The fraternity was giving away pizza 

to anyone who gave a donation.

Latika Williams, a sophomore in accounting, and Salena Wright, a senior in nutritional 

sciences, march across campus with CSLEPS Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010 to raise awareness 

about worldwide food insecurities and, specifically, the recent problems in Haiti. Chants 

and signs among the group demanded an end to hunger in the name of Martin Luther 

King Jr. “M
LK was down for equality for all,” said Wright. “He was a voice for people 

who couldn’t speak for themselves.” |  M
ARISA AKERS

Frank Wu, junior in biomedical engineering, and 

Christopher Kilgore, junior in chemical engineering, 

sign up to volunteer with Howl for Haiti in the Stu-

dent Government office in Witherspoon Student Cen-

ter Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2009. The student organization, 

headed by Ericka Aiken, senior in polymer scien
ce, 

had a goal to raise $50,000 by the end of the week. “I 

got an email from the pre-health club and I wanted 

to help,” Wu said. “I’m really surprised that there’s so 

many people,” Kilgore said. | TIM O’BRIEN

Due to the over-

whelming success 

of the event last 

year, the Inter-

Residence Council 

(IRC) and Union 

Activities Board 

(UAB) decided to 

bring it back to our 

campus last Thurs-

day at a slighter 

larger venue at 

Stewart Theatre. 

Warning: What 

you are about to 

read might be a 

little risqué for the 

immature minded; 

consider this you’re 

warning. Now that 

we have put that 

little side note out of the way, its tim
e to get to the good part.

 The anticipation was evident even before the pro-

gram started; as students were allowed to go upstairs to 

the second floor of Talley Student Center, it so
on became 

crowded and within min-

utes of opening the doors, 

all the tickets had been 

sold out (approximately 

800 tickets). As people 

began to file in, they were 

greeted with a big screen 

entitled ‘Welcome to The 

Female Orgasm!’ however, 

the audience was greeted 

with music such as Oops 

Oh My! by Tweet, Sensual 

Seduction by Snoop Dogg, 

and My Neck, My Back by 

Khia, giving many in the 

audience an indication 

of what rollercoaster that 

many were not expecting. 

Before the discussion was 

started, a clip of the infamous 

scene from “When Harry met 

Sally”, where Meg Ryan’s character fakes an orgasm in a res-

taurant, was shown which gave the audience something to 

laugh at and helped lighten up the atmosphere. 

I Heart Female Orgasm

Sex education program draws large audience

by Lauren Gayden

Marshall Miller acts out the excitement stage of intercourse arousal at the I ♥ Female Orgasm 

presentation at Stewart Theatre in Talley Student Center Thursday, Jan. 21, 2010 | TIM 

O’BRIEN
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February 17, 1902 - Marion An-

derson, internationally acclaimed 

opera star, born.

February 18, 1931 - Toni Morri-

son, winner of 1988 Pulitzer Prize 

for fiction, born.

February 19, 1923 - In Moore vs. 

Dempsey decision, U.S. Supreme 

Court guarantee due process of law 

to Blacks in state courts

February 20, 1934 - Four Saints 

in Three Acts, by Virgil Thompson 

and Gertrude Stein, premieres as 

the first Black-performed opera on 

Broadway.

February 21, 1965 - Malcolm X is 

assassinated in New York.

February 22, 1989 - Col. Freder-

ick Gregory was the first African 

American to command a space 

shuttle mission.

February 23, 1868 - W.E.B. Du-

bois, scholar, activist and author of 

the Souls of Black Folk, born.

(Facts from www.theblackmarket.

com)

Why not White 

History Month?

>>>>> See Pg. 3

>>>CONTINUED ON PG. 6

by Crystal Clark

Many col-

lege students 

struggle to 

figure out 

what they 

want to do 

with their 

lives after 

graduation. 

One local 

artist 
de-

cided to take 

the road less 

traveled, and 

hasn’t looked 

back sense.

The work 

of artist E
ric 

McRay is 

currently on 

display in 

the art gal-

lery of the 

African American Culture Center (AACC), and on Mon-

day, February 8, students and faculty were able to view his 

pieces and meet the artist h
imself at a reception following 

the exhibition.

Prior to the art showing, McRay spoke to visitors about his 

background and how he began his profession. This Wash-

ington, D.C., native said he realized at the age of seven, that 

becoming an artist w
as his destiny. After making a collage 

in his first grade class, McRay said he saw the awe in his 

teacher’s eyes as she praised his work, and at that moment, 

he realized his art could have value.

He went on to earn a scholarship and Bachelor of Fine 

Arts degree at the Maryland Institute, College of Art, and 

after moving to North Carolina in 1998, he became a part of 

the esteemed 

Artspace in 

downtown Ra-

leigh. 
H o w e v e r , 

McRay said 

he struggled 

to enter the 

art world after 

leaving college. 

“I began work-

ing more tradi-

tional jobs, like 

graphic design, 

computer sales 

and insurance,” 

said McRay. “It 

started burn-

ing me out, 

and I realized 

it was taking 

me off of my 

path. I became 

wrapped up in 

just living,” said McRay.

At 34 years old, he got serious. “If you’re in love with 

something, you have to put together a regimen and be dis-

ciplined,” said McRay. For months, he worked tirelessly to 

complete his pieces. He went to work during the day and 

dedicated nights to his art, often painting until three o’clock 

in the morning, going to his job with little sleep, and then 

doing it all over again the following day. Eventually he com-

pleted enough pieces to put together a package and applied 

for a studio space in Raleigh. Out of over 20 applicants, two 

were awarded studio spaces, and Eric McRay was one of 

them. After hearing the good news, he left work, telling his 

boss, “I w
on’t be back,” and he “hit the ground running” with 

his art career.

Artist Eric McRay smiles as he is introduced by Toni Thorpe, the Programming Director for the African American Cul-

ture Center, at the reception held on the 8th of February 2010, in the Washington Sankofa Room | Demi Olubanwo

SAAC/SMA Family Feud...in pictures

Photos by Kali Rogers

The Society of Afrikan American American Culture (SAAC) and the Stu-

dent Mentor Association (SMA) organizazed a Family Feud-style competi-

tion in the Washington Sankofa Room as a part of Black History Month 

2010. “We decided to have the Family Feud to do so mething fun for Black  

History Month that would bring all the AASAC organizations together for 

a friendly competition,” said Larissa Shorter, a senior in Business Adminis-

tration and president of SMA. “It so
unded like a really fun idea and both of 

our e-boards came up with the same idea independelty and so we deceide to 

co-sponsor it to make it the best event possible.”

 Shoter also thought there was a really good turnout. “We had really good 

participation form the organizations and the crowd and I feel everybody had 

a good time whether they were satisfied with the answers or not..I would 

definitely like to do it again,” Shorter said.

The team representing National Society of Black Engineers were the winners of the event and were 

awarded with a cash prize of $100 towards the organization.
Both participants and attendees alike grab refreshments 

during the intermission of the SAAC/SMA Family Feud 

in the Washington-Sankofa Room.

The Diary of Eric McRay:

AACC hosts renowed artist exhibition
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