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a ‘Harrow’s’ welcome

See story page 10.

Deputies face off

See story page 7.

Taylor Barbour

Deputy Sports Editor

 Coming off of a disappointing 2008-

2009 season in which the team finished 

16-14 (6-10 in ACC), the men’s basket-

ball team is looking to rebound this 

year, and one key for the team’s suc-

cess will be the play of junior forward 

Tracy Smith. 

“He is going to be good for us,” 

junior point guard Javier Gonzalez 

said. “We will need him to score con-

sistently every single game for us to be 

successful.”

Smith is coming off of his most pro-

ductive season, in which he averaged 

10 points and 4.5 rebounds per game. 

However, Smith showed his ability to 

be big time player at the end of the 

season, starting 12 out of the final 13 

games and putting up back to back 

double-doubles against ACC oppo-

nents Wake Forest and Georgia Tech. 

Numbers aside, Smith said he is fo-

cused on doing whatever he can this 

year to get this team back on track and 

restore the Pack to its former glory. 

“I just want to win,” Smith said. “I 

want to get coach Lowe what he wants 

and I want to turn this organization 

around and back into a winning pro-

gram.”

Smith will have a lot more added 

pressure this year to score with the 

loss of three of the team’s top scorers 

in Brandon Costner, Ben McCauley 

and Courtney Fells to graduation. 

“We need him to score the basketball 

especially after losing a lot of our scor-

ers from last year,” Gonzalez said. “We 

just have to get him the ball whenever 

he is in the position to score.”

Aware of the increasing pressures 

coming from his need to score this 

season, Smith went into the offsea-

son focusing on all aspects of the game 

but especially his offensive play. Smith 

worked on his jump shot and face up 

ability to try and make himself more 

multi-dimensional. 

“Defense, rebounding, but mainly I 

have been working on my face of at the 

basket, my 15-footer and my speed,” 

Smith said. “Everything is coming 

along pretty well my 15-foot shots are 

becoming more consistent and my face 

up ability is improving.”

Becoming the main offensive threat 

has its down side. With a lot of the of-

fensive plays being centered around 

getting him the 

ba l l, opposing 

teams will place 

a target squarely 

on his back. But 

Smith rel ishes 

the opportunity 

and understand 

his job when the 

double and triple 

teams come. 

“I just have to 

play smart against 

the traps,” Smith 

said. “Double team me. Triple team 

me. It’s OK.  I just have to make the 

smart decision and pass the ball out 

to the open man.”

Smith didn’t get to this point in his 

career overnight, though. 

Since leaving high school, Smith has 

focused on dropping weight and get-

ting to a point in which he can perform 

at the highest level. Coach Sidney Lowe 

explains Smith’s 

dramat ic loss 

in weight to his 

determination 

to get into shape 

and his want to 

succeed at the 

college level. 

“He has lost 

a lot of weight 

since high school 

and it is definite-

ly a credit to him 

for losing the 

weight and keeping it down,” Lowe 

said. “He knew he was a good basket-

ball player and he knew he couldn’t [be 

one] at that weight.  You’re happy for a 

guy like that. The fact that he wanted 

it that bad and lost all that weight and 

now he has put himself in a situation 

in which he is playing in arguably 

the best basketball conference and 

is playing against great players and 

doing well at it.”

With the team looking to run 

a more fast-paced game with the 

depth at point guard, Smith knew 

he had to get into better shape 

and admits he may be in the best 

shape he has been in since arriving 

at State. 

“I feel like my conditioning is 

very good right now,” Smith said. 

“I am probably in the best shape 

I have been in since I have been 

at N.C. State because coach Lowe 

told me we’re going to change it up 

this year and be more of a running 

team.”

smith holds keys to Pack’s success

Junior forward will look to carry heavy offensive load this season

BREnt KitchEn/tEchnician

Junior forward tracy smith talks to the media during the team’s media day oct. 16. during the exhibition match nov. 5 

against st. Paul’s college, smith led the pack with 21 points.

“He knew he was 

a good basketball 

player and he knew he 

couldn’t [be one] at 

that weight.”

Coach Sidney Lowe

Deputy Sports Editor Taylor 

Barbour spoke to the former 

All-American and N.C. State 

associate head coach about 

expectations, preseason polls and 

a front court that has bulked up in 

the offseason

 
Technician : What are your expecta-

tions for the season?

Towe: We are expecting a lot of good 

things from a lot of the players on 

the team. All of these guys have been 

working really hard and are coming 

together as a team, which is really 

important. I am not sure what that 

translates into as it pertains to wins 

and losses but I think that will take 

care of itself. I really like the direction 

this team is headed. The veteran play-

ers that returned from last year’s team 

are better than they were a year ago. 

The freshman have come in and really 

done a good job and picked things up 

really well. I just expect a lot of good 

things out of this team. 

 Technician : What have you seen 

from this team that gives you hope 

that the team will finish better than 

it has in recent years?

Towe: I do not really compare teams 

from recent years. I just know that 

good teams are unselfish and try to 

play really good defense. If you want 

to be a good basketball team, you 

have to care about each other, and 

that leads to your team to being un-

selfish. It doesn’t matter who scores 

the basket, it’s that we score a basket. 

Defensively you have to take easy 

baskets away and bring percentages 

down on the other team. I think this 

team is going to make the sacrifice to 

be a good team defensively. Those two 

qualities — the fact that they are really 

unselfish and they are concentrating 

on playing good defense — generally 

translates into having a good basket-

ball team. 

 Technician : How is the depth in 

the frontcourt this year?

Towe : We miss all of those guys 

that are not here; they are great kids 

and they did what they are supposed 

to do. But, it is going to make a great 

opportunity for Tracy Smith and Den-

nis Horner to step up. Overall, I think 

this team may be a bit bigger than we 

were a year ago with the addition of 

[Jordan] Vandenberg and[DeShawn] 

Painter. Scott Wood has good size, 

Josh Davis had good size, and so, 

overall, it seems to me that we are a 

bigger team.

 Technician : What do you expect 

this year out of the point guard posi-

tion?
Towe: I think both [Javier] Gonza-

lez and [Julius] Mays played a little 

bit more at an earlier stage than they 

were prepared to do and now they are  

more ready to play that position than 

they ever have been before, and that 

should translate into the best point 

guard play we have had since Engin 

Atsur was running our club two years 

ago.   

Technician : What is the plan for 

trying to play a more up-tempo style 

of offense?

Towe: We are trying to just pick 

up the pace a bit. It is the style that 

everyone would like to play and the 

fans enjoy seeing people go up and 

down the floor and putting more 

points up, and we are trying to do 

that. What we want is every time 

someone gets ready to play North 

Carolina State University this year, is 

that one thing in the scouting report, 

is that they have to know that they 

Q&a
with
Coach Monte Towe

Towe expects more 

out of Pack in 2009

Luis Zapata/tEchnician fiLE photo

head coach sidney lowe, stands alongside assistant coach Monte towe at a 

home game last season.

1911: First basketball game 

in N.C. State history.

Feb. 21, 1911: First college 

basketball game ever played 

in Raleigh. The game was 

against Wake Forest and 

A&M won, 19-18 for the first 

victory in school history. 

1919: State defeats 

the University of North 

Carolina to win the State 

Championship for the 

second season in a row. 

1920: North Carolina A&M 

becomes North Carolina 

State College.

1923: The Frank Thompson 

Gym opens its doors as 

the first basketball facility 

in honor of the former 

Wolfpack athlete who died in 

World War I.

1923: N.C. State, then known 

as the Tech, changes its 

name to the Red Terrors after 

the inauguration of new red 

road uniforms 

1929: State wins its first 

Southern Conference 

Tournament Championship 

in Atlanta after 35 years.

1946: Everett Case officially 

becomes State’s coach and 

changes the face of N.C. 

State basketball, as well 

as basketball in the entire 

Southeast. 

February 1947: Everett 

Case leads the Red Terrors to 

defeat UNC at Chapel Hill 48-

46. The win sealed the streak 

of 15 wins over the White 

Phantoms/Tar Heels.

March 1947: Everett Case 

leads the team to a Southern 

Conference Championship. 

In celebration of the victory 

the team cut down the nets, 

an up-in-coming nationwide 

trend. 

December 1947: The team 

change its name to the 

Wolfpack 

1949: Reynolds Coliseum 

construction concludes and 

N.C. State plays and wins its 

first game in the largest, at 

the time, college basketball 

facility in the Southeast.

1950: The Wolfpack loses 

to City College of New York, 

78-73, in the school’s first 

Final Four appearance for 

N.C. State. 

1954: State defeats Wake 

Forest in overtime, 82-80, 

to win the first-ever ACC 

Tournament and earn the 

ACC’s bid to the NCAA 

Tournament. 

1956: N.C. State plays on TV 

for the first time, losing to 

Carolina 73-69. In March, the 

Wolfpack claims its third ACC 

Tournament win in a row, 

setting the ACC record for 

consecutive champions until 

it is broken in 2002.

1959: Tenth-ranked N.C. 

State defeats fifth-ranked 

North Carolina, 80-56, to 

win the ACC Tournament 

championship game. 

1964: Everett Case resigns 

as head coach as Press 

Maravich takes over.

1965: State conquers 

eighth-ranked Duke, 91-85, 

in the ACC Finals. Former 

coach Everett Case is pulled 

from the stands and hoisted 

onto the shoulders of his 

former players to cut the 

championship nets for the 

11th time.  

Thursday, November 12, 2009
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Student Media’s 
Sports package

Everything sports related Student Media has to offer.

the kick off
Technician’s Football preview- 1/8 page 	 $125
Technician’s Basketball Preview- 1/8 page 	 $125
WKNC Women’s Basketball games- pick 15 games ( 2 spots per game) $375
WKNC Baseball Games - pick 15 games ( 2 spots per game) 	 $375

Value: $1,000
You Pay: $90010%

off Mid Field
Technician’s Football preview- 1/4 page 	 $250
Technician’s Basketball Preview- 1/4 page 	 $250
WKNC Women’s Basketball games- pick 20 games ( 2 spots per game) $500
WKNC Baseball Games - pick 20 games ( 2 spots per game) 	 $500

Value: $1,500
You Pay: $1,27515%

off
Red Zone
Technician’s Football preview- 1/2 page 	 $500
Technician’s Basketball Preview- 1/2 page 	 $500
WKNC Women’s Basketball games- pick 25 games ( 2 spots per game) 	$625 
WKNC Baseball Games - pick 25 games ( 2 spots per game) 	 $625
Technician’s Slideshows	 $0

Value: $2,250
You Pay: $1,80020%

off
Touchdown

Technician’s Football preview- full page 	 $1,000 
Technician’s Basketball Preview- full page 	 $1,000
WKNC Women’s Basketball games- 30 games ( 2 spots per game) 	 $750
WKNC Baseball Games - 30 games ( 2 spots per game) 	 $750
Technician’s Slideshow	 $0
1 Wolf tv package	 $)

Value: $3,500
You Pay: $2,62525%

off

Color included in all 
packages.

Football preview runs 
Sept. 1

Basketball preview runs 
Nov. 10
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2009  Football Preview

I can’t really describe how ex-

cited to get back into the col-

lege game. I’ve been working 

hard all camp, and it’s great to get 

back into the groove of playing 

ball. Over the past few weeks, I’ve 
really been focus-ing, watching all 

the film I can and 
doing everything 

in the last detail 
in practice to get 

myself ready to 
play. I wasn’t sure 

where I’d be on 
the depth chart – 

we have two great 

running backs in Jamelle Eugene 

and myself, and we’ll probably 

split time, which will be great 

for us in the long run. But as for 

South Carolina? I’ve been gone a 

while–after two knee surgeries in 

back-to-back years knocked me 

out of the line-up, I don’t think 

anyone knew how it would turn 

out.
I just have one class on Monday 

and after that all I’m doing is resting my body or watch-ing film. I have to do six hours of study hall a week so I try and split those up,  but  my schedule this semester has re-ally allowed me to focus on foot-

ball, which is great. I don’t have 

to rush to get to class so I can get 

my full lift in. I’ve been playing 

some Playstation 3 – NCAA 2010, 

some Madden – to help me relax. 

That’s about it.Last week, coach O’Brien an-

nounced I was going to get the 

start against South Carolina. He 

said I, like everyone else, earned 

the spot in spring training and 

summer camp. It was great to 

hear him say that, and great to 

hear that I’m coming back where 

I left off two years ago. It’s like I 

just took a very long break, but 

now I’m ready to go.
 The locker room has been 

buzzing these last few days. As 

an offense, I don’t think I’ve seen 

us this focused. It’s great to see 

us all on the same page, and 

that’s what will lead us to suc-

cess. Personally, I’m very ready 

for South Carolina – definitely 

tired of running into our guys. 

We’re all ready to see some dif-

ferent colored jerseys. It’s going 

to be a big relief stepping out 

onto that field on Thursday. 

We’ve got a lot on the line and 

the eyes of the country on us. 

We’ve got to show up Thursday 

night and attack early.
 As for the coaches, believe me 

– they haven’t let up. They want 

to make sure that we’re focused 

completely and we have a great 

staff. They’re going to do their job.
I remem-b e r  b a c k to last year when I was watching my team get beaten up by South Caro-lina in the season open-er. I wanted 

to be there so badly, but I was 

stuck watching it on TV. It was 

really difficult, not being able 

to contribute. But that was last 

year. This year is a totally differ-

ent year, and we’re on a mission 

this year to show the world what 

we have to offer. Tonight, 7 p.m. We’ll see you 

at the game.

Toney BakerPack Halfback

09.03.09

TONEY’S TAKE: WEEK 1

Following a summer of field 

renovations, fans will see 
changes Thursday night under 

the lights

Brent KitchenStaff Writer

Over the summer, the playing 

field at Carter-Finley Stadium un-

derwent a $750,000 renovation to 

replace the familiar crowned field 

with a modern flat field.
Casey Reynolds, a doctoral stu-

dent in crop science, followed the 

renovations from the beginning 

and visited the completed field 

during Meet the Pack Day over 

the weekend.

“The biggest thing people are 

going to notice is that it’s flat,” 

Reynolds said.Fans will also notice the addi-

tion of a synthetic sideline.
“The synthetic turf perimeter is 

going to jump out to everybody,” 

Reynolds said. “A lot of colleges 

now have synthetic turf as their 

entire field. I don’t think the play-

ers will have any real objections to 

it because it’s nothing they haven’t 

been on before.”Assistant Athletics Director for 

Outdoor Facilities Ray Brincefield 

also noted a staple of past fields 

that will be missing during the 

upcoming season.“There will not be a block ‘S’ in 

the middle of the field,” Brince-

field said. “The best thing for our 

student athletes is to make the area 

where all the play is as good as it 

possibly can be, and the only way 

to do that is not painting anything 

between those hashes.”
The new field will drain differ-

ently due to the inclusion of a sand 

layer underneath the turf through 

which the water drains out.

“When you build a sand-based 

field, you can have a tendency for 

the paint to leach down into the 

sand, and, essentially, what that 

would do is it would slow down 

the drainage in that area,” Brince-

field said.The block “S” logo will appear 

in the corners of the field opposite 

the ACC logo.

Spectators may be wary of these 

aesthetic changes, but the renova-

tions to the field will improve the 

quality of play during the season.

Over the summer, Coach Tom 

O’Brien discussed the changes 

with Technician.“The biggest change will be for 

our quarterbacks,” O’Brien said. 

“One of the things we wanted to 

do is make sure the game field re-

flected the same gradient that our 

practice field has so that everytime 

we throw a ball on the practice 

field it’s going to be the same when 

we step into the stadium to throw 

a pass.”
So when fans watch the Pack 

take on South Carolina, though 

the field will look different, it will 

perform better.“If we didn’t know how it was 

going to react, then we would have 

some anxiety there,” Brincefield 

said. “But we know exactly what 

it does, we know how it plays, so 

we’re just excited to get the ball 

kicked off.”

Luis Zapata/technician

Carter-Finley Stadium lays in wait for today’s season opener against South Carolina, when it will be filled with sudents and national media. A central “S” logo was replaced with two 

smaller logos in the corners of the field because it is better for the turf, according to Assistant Athletics Director for Outdoor Facilities Ray Brincefield.

Carter-Finley ready for action

It’s good to be home

“...We’re on a mission this year to show the world what we have to offer.”

Willie Young’s
guide to fandom

Carter Finley FaCts:Original Construction: 1966

Total Capacity: 55,571
Construction of Murphy 

Football Center: 2003

source: ncsu.edu

“I can’t wait to see them 

in the stands for the eight 

home games this year.”“I want to see some fan posters 

out there.”
“I don’t want to see anybody sitting 

down.”

“I’ve got to see the wave. To do the wave, 

everyone’s got to work as a team.”
“I want the fans to be so loud, we 

can’t hear nothing. I don’t want to 

hear no whistles, I don’t even want 

to hear the cadence when the quar-

terback snaps the ball.”“I don’t know how to put it–I 

just don’t want to hear nothing but 

‘aaaaaah.’ I just want to look over there and 

see them screaming to the top of their lungs.”

“I know they already going to be scream-

ing, but from the time we kick off the ball to 

the time we walk out of the stadium, I want 

to be able to say this was the loudest game I 

ever played in, and then the next home game, 

louder, and louder, and louder than the last 

one.”

“I haven’t heard anyone come up with 

a Willie Young chant yet, so I’m looking 

to hear something real soon. Maybe not 

the first game because I don’t know 

how much time I’m giving y’all 

to prepare for it; I think it’s 

kind of hard to get 60,000 

people on the same page 

if you don’t rehearse it. I 

don’t know what it would 
sound like–you’ll 

have to make it up. That’s something I’m going to leave up to you.”

as toLd to tyLer everett

Veteran defensive end Young on 

what he’d like to see and hear 

this season at Carter-Finley


